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the nest we found one Serin fledgling, fully 
grown and about to leave the nest. A rnale 
Serin then appeared and started to give 
alarrn calls frorn the top of a nearby tree, 
but it d id not show any aggressive 
behaviour towards us. No other Serin 
fledglings were found, so we do not know 
whether the nest had contained other 
nestlings that could have been taken by the 
Magpie. 

Magpies are typical predotors of finch 
nests (Newton 1972), and the nest defence 
we observed by the pair of Serins had 
clearly deterred the predator and had 
thwarted predation of the fledgling. This is 
the first observation of a predation atternpt 
that we have mode in 10 years of studying 
Serins. Why this behaviour is not rnore often 
observed in cardueline finches rnay be due 
to the difficulty of observing acts of 
predation (Montgornerie & Weatherhead 
1988), but rnay also be related to the 
ecological characteristics of Carduelines 
(e.g. their high renesting potential) (cf. 
Montgornerie & Weatherhead 1988). In this 
sense the fad that the fledgling was close 
to leaving the nest (¡.e. parents had already 
invested a lot on their offpring), and the 
alrnost non-existent renesting potentiai of 
the pair (by rnid-August) could have 
enhanced the reproductive value of the 
fledgling thus rnaking defence profitable (cf. 
Montgornerie & Weatherhead 1988): 
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RESUM 

Una parella de Gafarrons Serinus 
serinus ataquen una Garsa Pica pica prop 
del seu niu 

En els fringil.lids carduelins rarament 
s'han descrit comportaments antipredadors 
actius, en els quals els pares ataquen un 
predador potencial de nius per defensar els 
polls. En la present nota es descriu com, el 
10 d'agost de 1996, una parella de 
Gafarrons ataca a l  llarg d'uns 40 m una 
Garsa. L'atac consistí' en reiterats vols 
conjunts en picat, acompanyats d'una forta 
escridassada. A I'arbre d'on es va iniciar 
I'atac, es va trobar un niu amb un poll 
cuacurta. El poll estava situat a uns 20 cm 
fora del niu, i estava totalment plomat i a 
punt d'abandonar-10. L'edat avancada del 
poll (;.e. els pares ja havien invertit molt en 
ell) i la data tardana en que va tenir lloc 
I'intent de predació (i. e. que impossibilitava 
una posta de reposició), haurien donat a l  
pol l  un alt valor reproductiu que hauria 
compensat el possible risc pres pels pares 
en la seva defensa. 
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